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THE OLDER ENGLAND.

DR JESSOPP'S NEW BODK.

IF8 BY A RECLUSE IN CLOISTER, TOWN
a\“l) COUNTRY. Ny Angustus Jessopp, D. D.
18mo, pp. 281. G. I'. Putnam's Sons.

Dr. Jessopp has established w well-earned repu-
tatipn us a delighttul essayist and a student of

entiquarian und arcliacological sn hjects of no mean |

learning and scope. The geniality and whule-

someness of his humor und his dominant optimism
make his writings always exeeedincly fresh and |
pleasant, and he has a knuek of infusing interest
into topics which at first signt might seem to
threaten a tiresome aridity. In the preseat vol-
ume he has nrought tpgether o number ol cssiys
and lectures deliversd during the last few vears,
shiefly upon ecclesmstien! antiquities, the gh there
are enough other questions discussed to do gway
with any svspicion of menotony. The principal
papers so brouzht tozether ure “St Albans and
Her Historian,” * Bury St. Edmunds” *On the
Edge of the Norfolk Holy Lund,” “The Origin
and Growth of Erclish Towns,” “ The Land und
Its Owners in Past Times, ™ * L'Ancienne Noblesse,”
* Lettors and Letter-Writers.”

In all of these essays will pe found a great denl
of recondite und interesting information, eb iefly
regarding the past history of England, and in-
cidentally throwing what for the majority of read-
ers will doubtless be new light upon i past which
in many important respects 18 only now for the
tirst time beginning to he understond. The open-
ing paper is particularly rich in this kind of in-
formation. Tt has to do Jargely with the char
acter and extent of the researches which Lave
bheen made during the present generation into
those national manuseripts whiel, up to within
half & eentury, remained unexplored and unknown,
though they embraced the most precions  and
\'urml facts and fiets of which English listorinns
had been sonstantly feehing the need.  Anwong
the new lights few pre of gleater siz snificancd than

the illumination of Enclish ecclesiastical and
perhaps  especially  monastic history  in  the
centuries whicn most  historians  nave dealt

with as delivered over 1o darkness, iznorance,
spiritaal death and solfish mduleence,

Not thut all these evils and abuses did not |

esme to exist and make *heir mark upon the age.
They did, and they prepured the way for the
despotic dissolution of the monastie wnd  con-
ventual establishments. But it is the preseding
period in which monachism appears as a ronl hiess-
fng to the land: in which it stond for eulture,
high ethica, art, seience and civilization: in
which it interposed hetween the Inwless hrutalism
of the goverring class und the helplessness of the
governed, which most noeds to be illustrated and
done justice to. Many years o Dr. Madtland
wrofe a book somewlat on these lines, entitled
“The Dark Ages.” Tt Droached many new triths,
and because it conld nnt but go counter 1o the
reonived tradition in nany ways it was sharply
eritioised. In the sume spint another writer of
high reputation, Kenelm Dighy, elevated litmself
to an elaborate exposition of that ancient monastio
England which history has <o parodied and meta-
mopphused.  Dighy, lidwever, wrote frem 4 Roman
Catholie point of view, and conssguently he was
tabooed or ignorel  And now comes Dr. Jessopp.
speaking as it were in the nome of the Established
Church, and he finds that the whirsigig &1 time has
brought about its revenges. ns usnmi: that it is
at lust Loth pessible and necessary o recos nize
the great services of the ald Enclish monks to the
cause of eivilization, und to clum for them the
historical position to which they are entitled.

Dr. Jessopp, it must he said, takes up his tople
in all candor and serionsness, and zives due eredit
where credit is due, The pietures he driws of the
old monastic Jife during its best period are full of
interest and attraction, and within the moderate
space at his command he gives quite e enough new
information to stimulate Inquiry and to pomuend
the subject discussed to thinkers and students.
Another highly intaresting paper in this volume 1s
that on * The Tand and Its Owners in Past Tunes,™
in the course of which the writer gives a peenliarly
lueid account of the varions English tenures of
jand, aa account which the simplest layman ecan
understand, and wiii ‘h might with araat wldvantage
be put in the hands of the young student of
history.

“ L' Ancienne Noblesse” is annihrr essay which
deserves careful perusal, for it is a matter-oi-fact
descriptinnr of those governing olacses of whom
there are to he fonnd in the text-honks as miuny
accounts as there are writers or inventors of them.
Such sentences £s the foilowing wiil surprse miany
readers: *Ye have abundant materials for e
ahling us to arrive at a very fall knowledze of the
way men lived then, from the Guronne to the
Mediterranean. The tmpression one derives from
& caretn] examination of the large wass of litors-
ture of all kinds, whizh dates from the period of
Ganlish history, is that the France of the fifth
century has very little to fear from a fompirisan

with the France af the nineteenin century. * What |
"
fareement of this | '

follows is in illustration and re
assertion, and with sooe nro-., jens the einim
fairly made ont. Tndesd
fn whicll the eivilization of Gaul in the lifth |
century reminds us of the present day, and per-
haps especially in domestie architeeture is this
likeness noticeable, though such enorimnus man-
sions aa the rich then affeeteR are even now in
this opiulent era within the means of very few.
Dr. Jessopp's sketehes of some of the oll tiaulish
palaces are ]l of earions information, and the
whole article is pervaded by o stholarly odor,
Some of the papers may he thought to phusess
a specially loeal and therefore limitedl interes
but the author knows how to enlurge their seope,
no matter how unpromising the subject may at
first appear, and few readers will begin one of
these essaya withont proceeding to the eon~lusion,
11 is scarcely necessary to say that all are eharm-
ingly written: but they are much more than that,
and deserve to he regunded as real and not unim-
portant literature.
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A!\'XEXA’I'IH.\ OF HAWALL
WHAT 15 TOLD ABOUT THE ISLANDS IN
CHAMBERS'S ENCYCLOPTEDIL

The new Chambers's Eneyclopaediz, Just completed, In
an ably-edited two.page miticle, I.ul'nl-!wn Irope tant In.
f wmation coneerning the twelve Tistands in the Naoith
Pacifie. 1t gives Docir complets history, the priducts of
the country, the population, vendition of the prople, ube.

e it

There are thousands of 2rticies of & simllar charactor
in the NEW HAMBERSS ENCYULOPAEDLA, all of
which aro brought down to date.

wThe Philade phia FEveninz Telegraph' pronounecs It
e most useful and trustworthy avork of 1eleronce in
the world.""

“The Fostor Beacon'® states: “Oneé may say ut once,
without reservation, thag nons of the encyclopuedins vun
tompare with it in scholurship. range of subjects, readabli.
ness, or effcetive considerztion

“The Evening Dulletin® says: “It Is the most anthorl-
tative book of relcretice on all varieties of subjects that
exista in the English language.’™

For sale by all bookscliers.
Send w0 the publishers for large lllustrated Circulars.

J. B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY,
PUBLISHEYS,
717 Market St

715 end Phlladelphia,
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+ AMERICA'S CREATEST RAILROAD:

NEWYORK
ENTRAL

& HUDSON RIVER R. R.
AIRECT LINE TN NIAGARA FALLS

] ve nt depart from GRAND CEN.
Tl‘l‘;{l'.r:'l"':'l""lr(;; the ::l‘y radivond siation in the Clty
of New Y ork. Trains leave nx follows:

EMPIRE STATE EXPRESS.
M. —Dnitly exeept Sunday. Fast st traln In
the world. Dus Huffalo 5:10, NI gara lails
565 p. m. Wagner Vestihule service No axtra fare.
( HICAGO FASNT M. ‘"is

pally for Altany, UticaBSyrcuse, Roech.
9. 1 r-n-: I'u:hln 1’14-‘-1;:1{1 Leteoit and Chleago.

\’E“‘ YORK AND CHICAGD LIMITED.
-lo 00 \I.—IJ.:H\ dus Chivago 9:45 8. m. nest day.

Lompluu Wagner Vestibuls Sorvice
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'Iu 30 A, M,=Except Sundays s.:um{dwn does
1.55

8.30 A

not run west of Cle \efamd apd Det
SOUTHWESTERN LIMITED.
P. M,=Dally, dus Clucipoatl 11:20 & m.§ Bt
Louls 7:85 next p. m. No fxtre fare.
WORLID'S FAIR SPECIAL.
. M,-Dally, due Chicago 8 00 p. m. next day.
No extrs fare. Compirte Wagner Sarvice.
ALBANY AND TROY SPECIAL.
Dua Albany 7 23,

P. M.—Ex:ept  Sundays.
3'30 Troy 7 i85, 4 \':u:u--ry--nrm
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4 3 P, M.-Dally, due Detrolt 8:55 = m.; Chl-
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cago 4:830 p. m,
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